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Like Congressman KING said, Con-

gressman Mayne had the committee as-
signments, both Judiciary and obvi-
ously with the Watergate investigation 
and his service on that panel, then also 
served on the Ag Committee, very, 
very important to the Iowa interests, 
and served extremely well. 

The thing I will always remember 
about Wiley, though, is his deep love 
and devotion to his wife, Betty. And 
they were a couple. You’d have the 
pleasure of meeting up with them at a 
lot of Republican events and around, 
but they rarely missed anything, were 
always so much part of the commu-
nity. 

And Wiley served on the Sioux City 
Orchestra Board for years and years, I 
think was president for 20 years, but so 
involved in the community. 

But his love for Betty, who he unfor-
tunately lost back in 2001, was dev-
astating to Wiley, and was such a 
model of a couple who cared for each 
other, cared for their community, and 
certainly, most importantly to them 
were their children. 

Martha Smith, who is their oldest 
daughter, lives in Colorado now. Wiley, 
Jr., also I believe lives in Colorado, and 
their youngest, John, who’s a very 
good, personal friend of mine, who has 
been such a great help to me personally 
and to so many people throughout the 
Sioux City area, but their love for their 
family, for their grandchildren, for 
their community was something that 
was an example for everyone to see and 
their dedication to their grandchildren 
especially. 

It is very, very difficult to think 
about Wiley not being around. I think 
back when I first ran for Congress back 
in 1994, and to go over to Sioux City, 
where I wasn’t really familiar with all 
that many people at that time, but I 
had the real pleasure and honor to get 
acquainted with Wiley and John and 
Betty at that time and to seek their 
support and which they gave me. And I 
would not be successful here today if it 
were not for the advice, counsel and 
support that they gave me. Wiley was 
just a wonderful, wonderful person. 

When you think about people who al-
ways are thinking beyond themselves, 
who act on behalf of other people, who 
are truly concerned about what this 
country stands for, what their commu-
nity is about, how they can better the 
world that they live in for their chil-
dren and for their grandchildren, Wiley 
Mayne was one of those people, and he 
will be dearly missed by so many peo-
ple throughout Siouxland for so long. 

And certainly, I want to extend my 
personal condolences to the entire 
Mayne family, all the children, the 
grandchildren, all the friends that 
mourn his loss, as certainly I do, and I 
know Congressman KING does, also. 

But he was an example to me. I went 
through the predicament, the situation 
with the impeachment process for 
President Clinton, and the first person 
that I called for counsel was Wiley 
Mayne because he had been through it. 

And I think people misrepresented 
what his real position was because he 
was betrayed by President Nixon, but 
to get his counsel, to get his insight, to 
get his thoughts, someone who was so 
smart and so normal, who could talk in 
real terms, who could relay not only 
the facts but the emotions, the feeling, 
the real sentiment about what this was 
all about and the long-term, historical 
part of what was happening. 

I just want to tell Congressman KING, 
I appreciate the chance to visit a little 
bit about Wiley, but I’m going to miss 
him personally. And again, I just ex-
tend my most sincere condolences to 
his entire family. 

And the best thing we can do for 
Wiley is to celebrate him, celebrate his 
life, celebrate the positive things that 
he did and celebrate the legacy that he 
has left for the folks in Sioux City, for 
Siouxland and the State of Iowa and 
for this entire country. 

And I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing to me. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
LATHAM) for contributing his time to 
this cause, and then for me it is a privi-
lege, also. 

I wonder, if Wiley were here today, 
what he would say about TOM LATHAM 
actually being the first Republican 
Congressman to represent Sioux City 
who had not been educated at Harvard 
since 1966. I would imagine he would 
have a couple remarks to make about 
that had he given it any thought. I’m 
going to be interested to hear what the 
family might have to say about that as 
well. 

It is one of the things that is the dis-
tinction as the second Republican who 
isn’t Harvard-educated, but there has 
been a certain trend that’s there. And I 
think one of the consistent themes 
that you hear and one of those cer-
tainly that I reflect in my experience 
in time with Congressman Wiley 
Mayne was the fact that he was a con-
summate gentleman, and I can see him 
sitting there at those events with that 
smile on his face. He enjoyed some-
times just watching, listening to 
speakers, watching people, meeting 
people, being part of it, didn’t have to 
be in the center of the action, but en-
joyed being where there was activity 
and people. And there was a certain 
glow about him, and the consummate 
gentleman portion of that was a por-
tion that I always recall. 

And my last memories are sitting in 
his conference room there in the attor-
ney’s office with his son, John, and 
talking politics, talking current 
events, talking all kinds of things but 
never with a sense of what was high 
stress or high intensity. If my ap-
proach to things gets to be a little bit 
herky jerky, his was always smooth 
and well-thought out, with a course in 
mind. 

And one of the comments that I’ve 
heard that’s consistently come up has 
been, if you find yourself on opposite 
sides with Wiley Mayne, you still end 

up being his friend in the end, and 
that’s an Iowa characteristic perhaps. 
I’d like to think it is, but it’s a char-
acteristic that certainly Congressman 
Wiley Mayne carried with him 
throughout his life and his service 
here. 

I’ve had a number of Members come 
to me today that have served with 
Wiley in this Congress, and some have 
asked the opportunity to revise and ex-
tend their remarks, and we’ll see more 
of this CONGRESSIONAL RECORD unfold 
as we commemorate the life of Con-
gressman Wiley Mayne. 

And so what I would like to do, if the 
gentleman is ready, is simply be in a 
position to wrap up my thoughts at the 
conclusion of this period of time. In 
order to do that, I’d be very happy to 
yield to the other gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. BRALEY), who is more of a new ar-
rival here to this Congress. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Iowa. 

It’s my honor to be here to honor the 
life and memory of Wiley Mayne. I did 
not have the good fortune of meeting 
Wiley, but I did know his son John 
very well. And if children are a reflec-
tion of their parents, then he certainly 
was a wonderful person. 

And actually, I’m here for many rea-
sons. One of them is, Wiley and I had 
many things in common. Wiley was an 
elder in a Presbyterian church in Sioux 
City, and I was an elder in a Pres-
byterian church in Waterloo. 

He was a past president of the Iowa 
State Bar Association from 1963 to 1964, 
had a distinguished service in the U.S. 
Naval Reserves serving on destroyer es-
cort duty in World War II. 

But I think one of the things that 
Congressman KING mentioned that 
Congressman LATHAM and I and all of 
the other Members of the Iowa delega-
tion feel so strongly about is that 
Wiley was the type of person who real-
ly exemplified what we feel are Iowa 
values. He was somebody who believed 
that representing his constituents did 
not require him to tear down someone 
else or their constituents. 

He was an incredibly handsome man, 
if any of you have seen pictures of him. 
His dedication to his family was evi-
dent from the way that he lived his 
life. 

When I had the opportunity to work 
with his son, John, on some cases up in 
the Sioux City area, we spent a lot of 
time talking about his father and the 
work he did in the House of Represent-
atives and how proud he was to serve 
the constituents of northwest Iowa. 
And I know that his constituents re-
member him and remember that he 
also exemplified what it means to take 
tough votes based upon your con-
science and your convictions and some-
times having to pay the price for that. 

So I was very, very honored to be 
asked to come tonight and to speak on 
behalf of Representative Mayne. He 
will be missed by his family, his friends 
and his many constituents that he 
served in the northwest Iowa Sixth 
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